
FIGHT FOR SIGHT
2017 ANNUAL REPORT
Investing in Eye and Vision Research Since 1946

fightforsight.org

Scientific Relationships Built 
Through Fight for Sight Grants 



BOARD PRESIDENT
Norman J. Kleiman, PhD

BOARD SECRETARY/TREASURER
Gaby Kressly

BOARD MEMBERS
Elaine C. Hall, PhD
Randy H. Kardon, MD, PhD
John LaSpina
Gerard McCauley
Ann Marie Prevost, JD 
Joel S. Schuman, MD, FACS
Gail Mosler Singer 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Arthur Makar
arthur@fightforsight.org

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
Janice Benson
janice@fightforsight.org

CONTACT US
381 Park Avenue South
Suite 809
New York, NY 10016
212-679-6060

www.fightforsight.org

Presenting the Future of 
Eye and Vision Research

On the cover:
Grantees are shown with their mentors. 
These are scientific relationships 
developed through the Fight for Sight 
grant program.
Clockwise from upper left;
1. Adanna Udeh (left) with mentor  
Abigail Hackam, PhD
2. William M. Johnson, PhD (left) with 
mentor W. Daniel Stamer, PhD
3. Ganiru Anunike (right) with mentor 
Carol B. Toris, PhD
4. Corinne Renner (right) with mentor 
Osamah Saeedi, MD

			   In 1980, while a Resident in Ophthalmology at the University of Illinois Eye 	
			   and Ear Infirmary, I received a Fight for Sight Grant-in-Aid to study the 		
			   early receptor potential (ERP) in several human hereditary retinal diseases. 	
			   Like many others, this helped me in establishing my credentials in eye and 	
			   vision research. Later, as a faculty member at the University of Michigan 		
	                         and now in my current role as Director of the National Eye Institute, NIH,  
			   I have come to appreciate and respect Fight for Sight’s grant program 		
			   even more for a variety of reasons: among them that it serves as an entry  
			   point for fledgling researchers, many of whom go on to international  
prominence. This program also creates life-long linkages between giants in ophthalmology and 
those on the cusp of their careers. I dare say my own career might have taken a different  
trajectory without early support from Fight for Sight. I applaud the organization for its role  
ensuring the development of world-class eye and vision scientists for over seven decades.

Paul  A. Sieving, MD, PhD, Director, National Eye Institute, National Institute of Health



Dear Supporters, Alumni, Mentors and Friends,

We are pleased to share Fight for Sight’s (FFS) 2017 Annual Report with you. It documents a 
journey of  more than over seven decades since our founder, Mildred Weisenfeld, first sought 
to support and inspire eye and vision research by funding promising scientists early in their 
careers. In 2017, your support funded 20 new clinical and academic researchers hailing from 
some the nation’s most prestigious institutions, including Massachusetts Eye and Ear  
Infirmary, Albert Einstein College of  Medicine, University of  Miami and Duke University, to 
cite but a few. Descriptions of  our 2017 grantees, whom we fully expect to blossom into the 
next generation of  academic leaders in eye research for the 21st century, are included in this 
report. Your continued support and generosity has helped and will continue to enable their 
future successes.

That is only part of  our story. FFS grants provide an opportunity for grantees to work under 
the tutelage of  world-renowned senior scientists; it is actually a requirement for our  
Post-Doctoral Awards and Summer Student Fellowship applicants. The relationships that  
begin with a FFS grant often develop into professional collaborations and friendships.  
Quotes and anecdotes from our 2017 grant recipients and their mentors, found throughout 
this report, underscore the importance of  these lifelong scientific and personal connections  
to our FFS alumni.

In addition to exciting research initiated by FFS investigators, other 2017 highlights include:

	 • New partnerships with the Curing Retinal Blindness Foundation and individual donors

	 • Augmenting existing FFS alliances with the American Macular Degeneration Foundation, 	
		  International Retinal Research Foundation and Aniridia Foundation International, to 		
		  name a few.

	 • Continued expansion of  our Lights-On gala and Strike for Sight bowling events. 		
		  Photos, links and event information can be seen on FFS’s Facebook, Twitter and  
		  LinkedIn pages.

	 • Growing awareness of  and support for FFS among members of  professional  
		  organizations including the Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology,  
		  Association of  University Professors of  Ophthalmology and the American Academy  
		  of  Optometry.

Since its inception, FFS has been blessed by the generosity of  those who have included us 
in their estate planning. Planned gifts are critical to increasing FFS’s endowment, an essential 
element to ensuring our continued financial health.  Please consider making a bequest to FFS 
or including us as a beneficiary in your planned giving. Remembering us in this way will help us 
fulfill Mildred’s passion and vision for eye and vision research for many years to come.

As always, we thank you for your partnership with us during 2017 – as a donor, grantee,  
Scientific Review Committee member, fundraising volunteer or friend.  We look forward to 
continuing our work together as we find treatments and cures for vision disorders and eye 
diseases.

Sincerely yours,

Norman J. Kleiman, Ph.D.				    Arthur Makar
PRESIDENT, BOARD OF DIRECTORS		  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Norman J. Kleiman, PhD, 
President of the Board, 
and Arthur Makar,
Executive Director



2017 Grants-in-Aid
Grants-in-Aid (GIA) are intended to fund pilot projects and generate preliminary results for investigators 
who have limited or no other research funding. Grants-in-Aid are awarded to junior faculty members 
who are developing their independent scientific skills. A majority of Grant-in-Aid recipients go on to  
successfully compete for larger, multi-year awards from NIH or other governmental and private  
sources, utilizing preliminary results generated by their FFS-funded GIA award.

2017 Post-Doctoral
Post-Doctoral Awards support individuals with a doctorate (PhD, MD, DrPH, OD or DVM) who are 
interested in academic careers in basic or clinical research in ophthalmology, vision or related sciences. 
Awardees typically spend a year or more engaged in vision and eye research under the supervision of  
a senior scientist/clinician mentor.

Eleftherios Paschalis Ilios, PhD
A novel titanium keratoprosthesis

Massachusetts Eye & Ear Infirmary,  
Harvard Medical School
FFS – Eye Bank for Sight  

Restoration Grant-in-Aid award

Francois Lebreton, PhD 
Bacterial conjunctivitis

Massachusetts Eye & Ear Infirmary,  
Harvard Medical School

John T. Pena, MD, PhD
Diabetic retinopathy 

Weill Cornell Medical College
FFS – International Retinal  

Research Foundation 
Grant-in-Aid award

Brian A. Allen, PhD
Visual cortex reorganization in 

individuals with partial blindness
University of Washington, Seattle

Mentor: Ione Fine, PhD

William M. Johnson, PhD
Exfoliation Glaucoma

Duke University 
Mentor: W. Daniel Stamer, PhD 

FFS – Glaucoma Research  
Foundation Award

Selina S. Solomon, PhD 
An optogenetic study of feedback 

pathways in visual cortex
Albert Einstein College of  

Medicine
Mentor: Adam Kohn, PhD

Scott J. Neal, PhD 
Retinal development 

and function
Upstate Medical University, SUNY
Mentor: Francesca Pignoni, PhD

			   Since 2014, Montefiore Medical Center/Albert Einstein College of Medicine has  
			   received five Fight for Sight grants. One of the significant non-financial benefits of the 	
			   program is in how former FFS grantees mentor their younger colleagues. Rebecca  
			   McGreal, PhD, who received a 2016 Post-Doctoral Award, was mentored by Alves 	
			   Cvekl, PhD, recipient of a 1998 Grant-in-Aid. Other faculty, myself included, have also 	
			   served as mentors, learning more about FFS in the process This institutional peer support  
			   is often the beginning of rewarding professional affiliations and lifelong friendships.

Roy S. Chuck, MD, PhD, Chair, Department of Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences, Montefiore Medical  
Center/Albert Einstein College of Medicine



2017 Summer Student Fellowships

Summer Student Fellowships are awarded to undergraduates, graduate and medical students  
interested in pursuing eye-related clinical or basic research. For most students, this is their first exposure 
to eye or vision research, and the experience has helped influence many students to choose academic 
ophthalmology or eye and vision research as a full-time career.

Davis Uzo Anugo
Corneal diseases

Albert Einstein College  
of Medicine 

Mentor: Roy S. Chuck, MD, PhD
FFS – Millicent Bellah  

Summer Student Fellowship 

Ganiru Anunike
Glaucoma

Case Western Reserve University 
Mentor: Carol B. Toris, PhD

Sandeep Aryal
Lens development and cataract 

University of Delaware
Mentor: Salil A. Lachke, PhD

FFS – Earl & Shirley Herbst Eye 
Research Foundation Award

Charles Gallagher
Pediatric amblyopia  

Cleveland Clinic
Mentor: Fatema Ghasia, MD 

Zachary Goldsmith
Retinoblastoma

University of Tennessee Health  
Science Center 

Mentor: Vanessa Morales-Tirado, PhD 

Ishita Gupta
Glaucoma 

Case Western Reserve University
Mentor: Padmanabhan 

Pattabiraman, PhD

Phuong-Thi Lam
Diabetic keratopathy 

University of Oklahoma Health 
Sciences Center 

Mentor: Dimitrios Karamichos, PhD 
 

Alexandra Hunt
Radiation cataract

Columbia University
Mentor: Norman Kleiman, PhD 

FFS – Basil Worgul Lens  
Research Award

Yuan Liu
Neurodegenerative eye diseases

University of Miami
Mentor: Richard Lee, PhD

 

Danielle Pellack
Glaucoma 

University of Iowa
Mentor: Michael Anderson, PhD

FFS – John & Anita LaSpina 
Summer Student Fellowship

Corinne Renner 
Glaucoma

University of Maryland
Mentor: Osamah Saeedi, MD
FFS – Glaucoma Research 

Foundation Award

Mahbubul Shihan
Secondary cataract 

University of Delaware
Mentor: Melinda K. Duncan, 

PhD

Adanna Udeh
Optic nerve regeneration 

University of Miami
Mentor: Abigail Hackam, PhD
FFS – Earl & Shirley Herbst Eye 

Research Foundation Award



The Scientific Review Committee (SRC) is charged with reviewing and 
evaluating grant applications for Summer Student Fellowships, Post-Doctoral 
Awards and Grants-in-Aid. It is composed of prominent research scientists, 
academic ophthalmologists and clinician scientists representing a broad range of 
disciplines in ophthalmology, vision and eye research. Many received a FFS grant 
earlier in their career and/or have served as FFS mentors to the next generation 
of awardees.
FFS strives to create a diverse group of reviewers representing many of the best 
academic and clinical institutions across the country, who help us choose the best 
and brightest young students and scientists for our awards. Our review process 
is modeled on the peer review system utilized by the National Institutes of Health, 
which evaluates and ranks each application on scientific merit, strength of 
institutional resources and clinical relevance. The SRC meets annually to review 
award applications. We are extremely grateful for their assistance, dedication and 
hard work.

2017 Reviewers

Scientific Review Committee (SRC)

Richard W. Hertle, MD                         	 Akron Children’s Hospital
Sanjoy K. Bhattacharya, PhD   		  Bascom Palmer Eye Institute
Abigail S. Hackam, PhD                 		  Bascom Palmer Eye Institute
Anna K. Junk, MD                                	 Bascom Palmer Eye Institute
Victor L. Perez, MD                                   	 Bascom Palmer Eye Institute
Vittorio Porciatti, D.Sc.                              	 Bascom Palmer Eye Institute
Wei Li, PhD                                               	 Bascom Palmer Eye Institute
Sayon Roy, PhD                                               		 Boston University
Mihaela Gadjeva, PhD                                   	 Brigham and Women’s Hospital
John Ubels, PhD                                                    	 Calvin College
Graham Quinn, MD,MSCE                       	 Children’s Hospital of  Philadelphia
Stephen Tsang, MD, PhD                              		  Columbia University
Lin Wang, MD, PhD                                     	    	 Devers Eye Institute
Vadim Arshavsky, PhD                                       	    Duke University
Goldis Malek, PhD                                         	  	  Duke University
W. Daniel Stamer, PhD                                     	  Duke University 
Cynthia Toth, MD                                            	   Duke University
R.V. Paul Chan, MD                                     	   Illinois Eye & Ear Infirmary
Richard Dix, PhD                                         	   Georgia State University
Peter Gehlbach, MD, PhD                        	 Johns Hopkins University
Thomas Johnson, PhD                             	 Johns Hopkins University
Prem Subramanian, MD                       	 Johns Hopkins University
Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD               	  Jules Stein Eye Institute, UCLA
Kouros Nouri-Mahdavi, MD                 	 Jules Stein Eye Institute, UCLA
Ann-Marie Lobo, MD                        	 Massachusetts Eye & Ear Infirmary
Simon Petersen-Jones, DVM, PhD         	 Michigan State University
Roy S. Chuck, MD, PhD                           	 Montefiore Medical Center
David C. Gritz, MD                                    	 Montefiore Medical Center 
Barrett Katz, MD                                     	 Montefiore Medical Center
Jeffrey S. Schultz, MD                                  	 Montefiore Medical Center
Wen-jeng Melissa Yao, MD                     	 Montefiore Medical Center
Penny A. Asbell, MD                             	 Mount Sinai School of  Medicine
Scott E. Brodie, MD, PhD                    	 Mount Sinai School of  Medicine
Michelle Rhee, MD   	 Mount Sinai School of  Medicine
S. Patricia Becerra, PhD 	 National Eye Institute 
Frances Rucker, PhD	 New England College of  Optometry 
Ronald Gentile, MD 	 New York Eye & Ear Infirmary of  Mt. Sinai
Sanjay Kedhar, MD       	 New York Eye & Ear Infirmary of  Mt. Sinai



James C. Tsai, MD, MBA  	 New York Eye & Ear Infirmary of  Mt. Sinai 
Elizabeth Gaillard, PhD            	 Northern Illinois University
Marjean Kulp, OD         	 Ohio State University
Kate E. Keller, PhD      	 Oregon Health & Science University
Kirsten Lampi, PhD          	 Oregon Health & Science University
Phoebe Lin, MD, PhD      	 Oregon Health & Science University
Tammy M. Martin, PhD 	 Oregon Health & Science University
Mark Pennesi, MD, PhD    	 Oregon Health & Science University
Steve Planck, PhD       	 Oregon Health & Science University
Renping Zhou, PhD	 Rutgers University                 
Russell Higbee, PhD                                                 	 Sanofi Pasteur
Patricia D’Amore, PhD, MBA	 Schepens Eye Research Institute-MEEI
Joyce Liao, MD, PhD  	 Stanford Health Care
Erika Eggers, PhD   	 University of  Arizona
Gail M. Seigel, PhD  	 University of  Buffalo – SUNY
Jack M. Sullivan, MD, PhD     	 University of  Buffalo – SUNY
Andrew Huberman, PhD  	 University of  California, San Diego
David Feldheim, PhD     	 University of  California, Santa Cruz
Kao Winston, PhD    	 University of  Cincinnati
Melinda K. Duncan, PhD   	 University of  Delaware
Shannon E. Boye, PhD   	 University of  Florida
W. Clay Smith, PhD      	 University of  Florida
Dingcai Cao, PhD    	 University of  Illinois, Chicago
Michael Anderson, PhD  	 University of  Iowa
Sheila A. Baker, MD    	 University of  Iowa
Randy Kardon, MD, PhD 	 University of  Iowa
Hemant Khanna, PhD  	 University of  Massachusetts Medical School
Thomas Albini, MD    	 University of  Miami Health System
Di Ding, PhD   	 University of  Miami - Miller School of  Medicine 
Linda McLoon, PhD  	 University of  Minnesota
Wallace B. Thoreson, PhD	 University of  Nebraska Medical Center
Carol Toris, PhD   	 University of  Nebraska Medical Center
Abbot Clark, PhD    	 UNT Health Science Center
Dorette Ellis, PhD   	 UNT Health Science Center
Iok-Hou Pang, PhD   	 UNT Health Science Center
Thomas Yorio, PhD 	 UNT Health Science Center
James F. McGinnis, PhD	 University of  Oklahoma Health Sciences Ctr
Gadi Wollstein, MD	 University of  Pittsburgh
Paul R. Kinchington, PhD  	 University of  Pittsburgh
Duje Tadin, PhD   	 University of  Rochester
Rohit Varma, MD, MPH  	 University of  Southern California
Sujoy Bhattacharya, PhD 	 University of  Tenn. Health Science Center
Edward Chaum, MD, PhD	 University of  Tenn. Health Science Center
Lawrence Reiter, PhD  	 University of  Tenn. Health Science Center
Jena J. Steinle, PhD  	 University of  Tenn. Health Science Center
Jeffrey Gross, PhD 	 University of  Texas – Austin
Matthew Petroll, PhD  	 UT Southwestern Medical Center
Jun Yang, PhD   	 University of  Utah
Bryan S. Lee, MD  	 University of  Washington
Shu-Hong Chang, MD 	 University of  Washington
Mark Slabaugh, MD 	 University of  Washington
Curtis R. Brandt, PhD 	 University of  Wisconsin
Joseph Carroll, PhD  	 University of  Wisconsin
Anne E. Griep, PhD  	     University of  Wisconsin 
Karen M. Joos, MD, PhD   		 Vanderbilt University
Louise A. Mawn, PhD      	 Vanderbilt University
Tonia Rex, PhD         	          Vanderbilt University
Rebecca M. Sappington, PhD 	 Vanderbilt University
Ashok Kumar, PhD         	 Wayne State University
Robison V. Paul Chan, MD 	 Weill Cornell Medical College
Thomas Grippo, MD                     	 Yale University

How Can You Help Fight for Sight?
For over seven decades, Fight for Sight 
has been dependent on individuals, 
the scientific and medical communities, 
foundations and corporate philanthropy 
to advance our mission to support and 
inspire eye and vision research by funding 
promising scientists early in their careers. 
We need your help more than ever today.
Here are some very specific ways for you to 
help us:

• Make a donation to Fight for Sight on our 
website, www.fightforsight.org, or mail your 
contribution to Fight for Sight, 381 Park 
Avenue South, #809, New York, NY 10016. 
If you, your spouse or significant other 
works for an employer with a matching gift 
program, your gift could be doubled.
• Consider joining the Mildred Weisenfeld 
Society, a group of individuals who have 
included Fight for Sight in their estate plans. 
For specific information about membership 
in the Mildred Weisenfeld Society or to 
discuss other planned gift options, please 
contact Arthur Makar at (212) 679-6060.
• If you are a past Fight for Sight grantee, 
consider joining our Scientific Review 
Committee. Membership applications for 
this critical group of scientist/educators are 
available on our website, www.fightforsight.
org. Go to the “About Us” tab, then to the 
Scientific Review Committee section.
• Past grantees are the best mentors to 
future Fight for Sight grant recipients. 
Encourage your best and brightest younger 
colleagues to apply for the various grants 
for which they are eligible.
• Fight for Sight is active on social 
media including Facebook, Twitter and 
LinkedIn. Please follow us and share your 
achievements in eye and vision research.
• Fight for Sight needs volunteers to assist 
with fundraising and with general office 
duties. If you live or work in the Metro New 
York area, please call (212) 679-6060 if you 
wish to become a volunteer. 

 
www.fightforsight.org



Financial Highlights

Generous donors and prudent financial management are critical to FFS’s success. 
The numbers from our 2017 audit underscore our expertise in this area. FFS’s  
program spending ratio was 68%. This means that for every dollar spent, 68 cents 
went towards program services. 

SOURCE OF FUNDS 

Contributions and grants		  $88,498
Legacies and bequests		  $31,584
Interest and dividends		  $45,746
Rental income				   $12,611
Special events			   $81,569
Net realized and unrealized gain  
   on investments			   $224,703
Other revenue				   $571
Total operating revenue		  $485,282
 
EXPENSES
Program services			   $434,013
Supporting services:
   Administration			   $123,522
   Fundraising				    $76,356
Total expenses			   $633,891

Change in net assets		  ($148,609)

SOURCES OF FUNDS

EXPENSES
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			   In 1989, while a fellow at Massachusetts Eye & Ear Infirmary, I received a Grant-In-Aid 		
			   which, as it did for so many of my colleagues, helped launch my career as a 			 
			   ophthalmology researcher. A few years later, while at New England Medical Center  
			   - Tufts University, I had the opportunity to mentor Drs. Tamar Pedut-Kloizman 			 
			   and Lisolette Pieroth, who received a FFS Post-Doctoral Award (1995) and Summer 		
			   Student Fellowship (1996) respectively. Dr. Pedut-Kloizman has gone on to a 
 			   distinguished career at Bnai Zion Medical Center in Haifa and has also collaborated 	
			   with me on scholarly articles relating to glaucoma. Dr. Pieroth has also gone on to a 
distinguished career in ophthalmology and, like Dr. Pedut-Kloizman, has been a collaborator on scholarly 
works. This is at the heart of a Fight For Sight grant, where someone who begins as a mentor, becomes a 
colleague and friend in the decades that follow. Mildred Weisenfeld would be proud of how her original vision 
has grown.

Joel Schuman, MD, Chair, Department of Ophthalmology, NYU Langone Health



Partner Spotlight

A Summer Student fellowship is 
available through a partnership 
with Lirot, the Israeli eye and 
vision research organization, 

restricted to students studying 
in Israel.

Since 2012, we have co-funded 
Summer Student Fellowships

focusing on macular 
degeneration through our 
partnership with AMDF.

A Summer Student Fellowship, 
Post-Doctoral Award and 

Grant-in-Aid are eligible for 
funding in partnership with the 
Choroidermia Foundation. 

Two Summer Student 
Fellowships are offered annually 
through a partnership with the 

Earl & Shirley Herbst Eye 
Research Fund. 

Fight for Sight funded its first 
annual Grant-in-Aid with the

International Retinal Research 
Foundation in 2013. Two 

Grants-in-Aid are now funded 
through this partnership.

In partnership with the North 
American Neuro-Ophthalmology 

Society, we offer a special 
research fellowship for neurology 

or ophthalmology residents 
or fellows pursuing academic 

research in  
neuro-ophthalmology.

A Post-Doctoral Award and 
Summer Student Fellowship 
are funded in partnership 
with Glaucoma Research 

Foundation.

Fight for Sight co-funds a 
Summer Student Fellowship 
focused on aniridia research 
in partnership with Aniridia 
Foundation International.

A partnership related to  
transplantation of eye tissue 

was brokered in 2012 between 
Fight for Sight and the Lions 

Eye Institute for Transplant & 
Research.

We have partnered with 
Women’sEyeHealth.org to fund a 

Summer Student Fellowship to study 
gender-based disparities in vision 

health, treatment and/or eye disease 
prevention.

Since 2011, we have partnered with  
The Eye Bank for Sight Restoration, 

co-funding a Summer Student Fellowship 
related to corneal transplantation 

research. 

Fight for Sight awards the Basil V. 
Worgul Lens Research Summer 

Student Fellowship to honor the memory 
of Professor Basil V. Worgul, who was 

internationally recognized for his work in  
radiation cataract. 

Basil V. Worgul  
Lens Research

Fight for Sight recognizes and thanks the organizations listed below as grant partners, 
allowing us to co-fund scientists in specialized areas of eye and vision research.

We have offered a Summer 
Student Fellowship focusing 

on ocular immunology in 
partnership with the Streilein 

Foundation.

Streilein Foundation  
for Ocular Immunology

A new Post-Doctoral Award 
was created in partnership with 
the Curing Retinal Blindness 

Foundation.

A Post-Doctoral Award or 
Grant-in-Aid with The Medical 

Technology Enterprise 
Consortium (MTEC) focused 

on vision restoration after 
traumatic nerve injury.



We thank all of our donors for their generosity in helping Fight for Sight 
provide grants to uniquely qualified students.

LAMP LIGHTERS  
$5,000+
American Macular  
	 Degeneration Foundation 
Nicholas Cacciola 
Connecticut Community 		
	 Foundation
Estate of  Israel & Ruth  
	 Kamaiko Trust
Estate of  Marjorie Louise 		
	 Connors	
Lewis Henkind	
International Retinal Research 	
	 Foundation	
Dr. Norman J. Kleiman & 	
	 Laurin B. Kleiman
John & Anita LaSpina	
Medical Technology  
	 Enterprise Consortium	
Montefiore Medical Center 
NYU Langone Medical 		
	 Center, Joel Schuman, MD, 	
	 FACS	
New York Eye and Ear  
	 Infirmary of  Mount Sinai
James and Frances Rucker
Elaine P. Schneider

VISIONARIES  
$1,000–$4,999
Eduardo Alfonso
Millicent Bellah
Joseph Benicnasa
Stuart Bentley-Hibbert,  
	 MD, PhD
Roy Chuck, MD, PhD
Thomas Cooper	
Credit Suisse Americas 		
	 Foundation 
Patricia D’Amore
Estate of  Aline Rhonie 		
	 Brooks 
The Eye Bank for Sight  
	 Restoration Inc.	
The Fifth Floor   
	 Foundation	  
Thomas Gardner, MD, MS 
Michael Gerbino

Beth Hammerman
Edmund Horace
Gaby Kressly  
Aura Levitas
Mary Massimo, PhD	
Gerald McCauley	
Ross McKeon
Norman Medow, MD
Frederick Moss 
Gideon Panter, MD
Raymond James Charitable 	
	 Endowment Fund 
Charles Robert
Gail Mosler Singer 
Steven Tollefsrud	
United Way of  Mass. Bay & 	
	 Merrimack Valley	
Leonard Weintraub
Robert Weintraub	

SUSTAINERS  
$500–$999 
Anne Barmettler 
Susan Coren
Dr. Charles and Ann Kelman 	
	 Family Foundation
Gilbert L. & Linda A. Snyder 	
	 Charitable Foundation 
Harold & Jean Grossman 	
	 Foundation 
Jewish Communal Fund 
Nina Goldberg
Viral Juthani 
Joann J. Kang 
Barrett	 Katz, MD, MBA
Randall Kaye
Gene Kim
Peter LaSpina	
Jimmy Lee
Arthur Makar	
Nick Mamalis, MD
Umar Mian, MD
A. Richard Parkoff  
Douglas Rhee, MD
David Rubaltelli
Anurag Shrivastava	
Alex Theventhiran, MD
David Veca	
Melissa Yao	  

ASSOCIATES  
$100–$499 
Beverly Albert
American Express  
	 Company/Foundation
Joan E. Baras
Steven Bender
Richard Bensinger, MD
Bess Berger
Joel Bradley
Philip Brandt
Sheila Brody
Peter Burian
Richard Burian
Sabrina Cheng
Maureen Chiofalo
C. William Cosgrove
Richard Cote, PhD
Susan Degen
Nadine Dejneka
Neal Eisenberg
Jerry Field
Loraine Flaherty
Neil Freedman, MD
Celia Fried
Carole Friedman
Charles R. Geard, PhD
Jane Gladstein
Alvin Glickman
The Greater Cincinnati 		
	 Foundation
Ira Greenblatt
Marilyn Gruder
Elaine Hall, PhD
Claire Hiller 
Richard Holt
Jerome and Flora Heilweil 	
	 Foundation
Pamela H. B. Gross 
Jewish Community  
	 Foundation
Susan Kahn
Eric Kanter, MD
Amrit Kaur
Irene Keenan
Eleanore Kim
Peter Landau
Anna Lazzaro
Rita Lee

Howard Leibowitz, MD
Martin Lifton
Malcolm Luxenberg, MD
John A. MacKinnon
Alan Moss, MD
Myrna Navarro
Siobhan O’Neill
Fara & Joe Palumbo
Jennifer Pasanen
Jonathan Peisner
Sarah Petrovas
Harvey Reiser, MD
David Samuels
Vijay Sarthy, PhD
Michael Schmidtberger, Esq.
Jo Anne Schneider
Alan Silbert, MD
Beverly Smith
Laurence Sperber, MD
Robert Stamper, MD
Paul Strassman
Jean Symons
John Tarbell
Carol Toris, PhD
Frederick Truex
Truist
James Tsai, MD
Barry Waldorf
Adam Warshofsky
Steve Zelman

2017 Donations



FRIENDS  
$99 and Below
Anonymous 
Cyrus Gilbert Abbe
Thomas Adler
Peter Baginski
Joel Baron
Harriet Baum
Mitchell Bittman
Bernard Bloch
Frederick Bock, Jr.
Marilyn Bryan
John Burchfield, MD
Jerald Burwick	
Matthew Cangemi
James Carr
Mildred Castleman
Lawrence Ceasar
Richard Chappell
Daniel Danneman
Diane Denburg
Margaret Devany
Neil Dreizen, MD
Robert Edelman
Estate of  David W. Cuguell &  
	 Christina Enroth-Cugell Unitrust 
ExxonMobil Foundation 
Alisa Field	
Joy Frayer
Ronald Frier, Esq.
Elliot Goldberg
Elaine Goldman
Rachel Goldman
Helen Gray-Kugelmas
Rose Grundstein
Sidney Halem
Phyllis Handler
Jeffrey Hobden
Stanley Jacobs
Mark Jaffe
Jacqueline Jankoff-Ershow
Steve Karasik	
Paul Kaufmann
Robert Knox
Bonita Kormos
Joseph Kralik
Jay Kreisberg
Richard Lander
Larry Lane
Ellis Lazowick

Michelle Lee
Stanley Levine
Stephen Levine
Alan Levy
Harriet Lippe
Lillian Lober
Ruth Loewenstein
William Longa
William Manganelli
Jane Nase
Harriet Newman
Lisa Nord
Michael Pertain
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gift 
Program 
Joseph Piro
Trevor Prescott
Paul Pustorino
Shirley Raps
Robert Saltzman
Karen Schneider, MD
Ruby Schultz
Melvin Schwartz
Melinda Selbee
Joan Shapiro
Herbert Skolnik
Oscar Strongin
Kenneth Taub
Norbert Treister
William Webster
Stephen A. Weiss
Ester Wiesel
Diane Wildowsky
Corinne Williams
Debra Wollens
Richard Zak

MILDRED
WEISENFELD SOCIETY
Estate of  Aline Rhonie Brooks
Estate of  Evelyn P. Lyon
Estate of  Israel & Ruth Kamaiko 
   Trust
Estate of  Margaret Fears
Estate of  Marjorie Louise Connors
Estate of  Telsa Albee Laurence
Charles R. Geard, PhD

2017 Donations

2017 LIGHTS-ON GALA
SILENT AUCTION
ITEM DONORS 
6 ABC Philadelphia
Acushnet
Ann Marie Prevost
Anonymous
Arthur Makar
Barry’s Bootcamp Classes
Betty C. Jones
Bronx Zoo
City Row Club
Come From Away
Elaine Schneider
The Estee Lauder Companies, Inc.
Fight for Sight
Gaby Kressly
Gail and Dan Singer
Gail Mosler Singer
Gould Paper Corporation
Green Blender Smoothie Delivery
Harmony Vineyards
Jerry McCauley
John LaSpina
Jon Pinkos
Le District
Masana NYC
Metuchen Country Club
New York Croquet Club
Nicholas Cacciola
Norman and Laurin Kleiman
NYU Office of  Civic Engagement
The Players
Verso Advertising
Vincent Favale
Whole Foods



Since 1946, Fight for Sight 
has supported and 

inspired eye and vision 
research by funding 
promising scientists 

early in their careers.

381 Park Avenue South
Suite 809

New York, NY 10016
(212) 679-6060

www.fightforsight.org


